SAINT     ANDREW

One morning Richard Watson Gilder, editor of the
Century, sent Carnegie a poem about the heroic action
of a mine superintendent who had lost his life rescuing
men trapped in a coal pit near Pittsburgh. The result
was the establishment of ten million dollar Carnegie
Hero Funds in the United States, Great Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland and Denmark. T^his fund rewards those
who have performed heroic acts "in time of peace** and,
sometimes, pensions the hero's dependants.
Cornell University elected Carnegie a trustee. He was
appalled to learn of the low pay of college professors.
Thus came about the Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Teaching, with total appropriations of
$29,2 50,000. In its twenty-five years of existence, the
foundation has paid $20,000,000 to retiring professors,
and many millions more to teachers and their widows.
However, as in all Carnegie endowments, only the in-
come may be expended. Thus, at the close of the 1931
fiscal year, the foundation reports resources of $32,-
000,000.
Brander Matthews interested Carnegie in simplified
spelling and the latter backed the movement to the tune
of $280,000. All his life, to save time and money, Andy
had used an abridged and original method of spelling.
He hated silent letters as much as he did silence. Car-
negie bustled down to the White House and obtained
the sanction of President Roosevelt. The endorsement
of these unexcelled showmen gave the movement inter-
national impetus. Poets and paragraphers had a lot of
fun with simplified spelling. Wallace Irwin wrote a'
verse in the new "Karnaghefide3* lingo:
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